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Translation of a Persian Circular announcing the opening of the

Karun River from Muhammerah to Ahwaz 70 October 1888 (F.O.
60/617. (P.R.O.).

The Persian Government, with a view to the extension of commerce
and wealth in her provinces and the progress of agriculture in Khu-
zistan and Ahwaz has ordered the commercial steamers of all nations,
without exception. Besides sailing vessels which formerly navigated
in Karun River, to undertake the transport of Merchandise in the
Karun river from Muhammerah to the Dyke at Ahwaz; but it is on
the condition that they do not pass the Dyke at Ahwaz, upwards, as
from the Dyke upwards the river navigation is reserved to the Persian
Government itself and its subjects, and the tolls which the Persian
Government will organize shall be paid at Muhammerah. Such ves-
sels are not to carry goods prohibited by the Persian Government, and
vessels are not to stay longer than necessary for the unloading of com-
mercial loads.
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‘ARABISTAN DURING THE REIGN OF SHEIKH KHAZ’AL
1897 - 1925

This thesis, which I present for the Master’s Degree in Modern
Arabic History (‘Ain Shams University) treats the problem of modern
‘Arabistan. The period covered by this research witnessed the reign of
Sheikh Khaz‘al, the person who represents the pinnacle reached by the
Princedom of ‘Arabistan, and whose end marks the rapid decline of the
Arab rule in ‘Arabistan. The research, in fact, discloses some of the
unknown aspects of the history of ‘Arabistan. It begins with a general
introduction to the area’s geography, explaining its topography, and
stressing its formation of a natural boundary to the Iraqgi delta plain,
which is of recent origin, a land through which flows much sediment-
filled water. The location of the region on the northern coasts of the
Arabian Gulf has given it a very great strategic and economic impor-
tance. Today it is one of the world’s petroleum reserve areas, and
owes much of its importance to the fact that it is located in the area
which forms the land-bridge between three continents: Asia, Africa,
and Europe. The aim of this introduction is to explain the effect of
the natural environment on the history of the region.

The thesis in general is divided into five chapters. The first con-
tains the general political evolution of the Princedom. This evolution
began with the coming of the Benii Ka‘b tribe to the plains of the
northern end of the Gulf, that is, to ‘Arabistan. This tribe was the
kernel around which was built the modern Arabic presence in the area.
Benii Ka‘b sprang up, building their greatness in ‘Arabistan by using
the waters of the Gulf, for their fleet was one of the great fleets which
controlled the sea activities of the eighteenth century, standing on
its own against the Ottomans, the Persians, and the English, especially
dwing the reign of Sheikh Salman ibn Sultan (1737-1767). But this
Arabic power began to deteriorate because of the feuds that arise among
the various princes, resulting in their rivalry. Along with this rivalry,
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there was an old disagreement between the Ottomans and the Persians
over the ownership of the area. This encouraged the Russians and the
English to take part in the dispute.The result was the(Treaty of Erzroum,
1847. In order to reduce the tension, the Treaty allocated Al Muham-
marah, its port, and the Island of Khudhur (Abadan) to Persia,
including the lands on the left side of the Shatt Al ‘Arab used by the
tribes which admitted that they belonged to Persia. To balance this,
Persia gave up its claims to the city of Sulaimaniyyah and its area
(Shahrzur). The case, however, increased in complexity, and there were
numerous exchanges of reminders and explanations. The matter of
determining the boundaries of the ownership of the area remained
unsettled, stirring up much debate, until the beginning of the First
World War. The Second Treaty of Erzroum decided the people’s
destiny against their own wish, and without their participation in self-
determination. It is to be noticed that the Treaty determined
the transfer of a very limited area of ‘Arabistan to Persia. At the same,
time, the Treaty was not to the liking of cither side — the Ottomans and
the Persians. There were many causes for contracting such a treaty.
But whatever was the case, ‘Arabistin remained in fact Arabic in land
and people. There are many facts — geographical, historical, political,
economic, social, legal, and national — which make ‘Arabistan an inse-
parable part of the Arab nation. The Murdaw clan — one part of the
Beni Ka‘b tribe and the family of the present rulers — represents the
period of Arabic rule, which became a natural extension to the rule of
the Benii Ka‘b tribe in ‘Arabistan. They built al Muhammarah in the
year 1812 to be the capital of their Princedom. The most famous of
their princes was Al Hajj Jabir ibn Murdaw, whose rule lasted until
1881. During his reign he laid the real foundations of the Princedom
of Al Muhammarah. He was able to gain the recognition of Nasir-
Al-Din Shah for local limited autonomy, for Al Muhammarah. Sheikh
Miz<al (1881-1897) succeeded his father to the Sheikhdom. The period
of the rule of Sheikh Miz‘al marks the movement from limited to al-
most complete autonomy, which was reached in the reign of Sheikh
Khaz‘al, at which time also the attention of the British was turned to
the benefits of utilizing the Karun River.
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The Second Chapter deals with the personality of Sheikh Khaz<al
and his succession to the rulership after killing of his brother, Sheikh
Mizal, Being concerned with the domestic affairs of ‘Arabistan, the
Chapter reveals the nature of Sheikh Khaz‘al’s reign as a twofold
authority — he was both a tribal sheikh over the area’s tribes and a
prince over the territory. He exercised authority in his princedom as
an independent prince, with his own sources of income, his own armv,
and his unique regime which had the characteristic tribal customs and
Arabic morality. The tribes in his realm played‘a'vital role in the in-
ternal politics of the princedom. Sheikh Khaz‘al relied upon tribal
pride to insure his own power.

Chapter Three deals with Sheikh Khazal’s foreign ;relations,
particularly those with Arabic territories. Khaz‘al’s political relation-
ships with Kuwait, Najd, and ‘Iraq were very direct, friendly, and
co-operative. He exerted significant political weight, being a skilled
diplomat and a close friend of the princes of Kuwait, especially Sheikh
Mubarak. During the latter’s reign there were very close relationships
between the two territories. He endeavoured to end the crisis between
Ibn Sa‘id and Sheikh Salim Al Sabah. His relationships with ‘Iraq were
good. He had good relations with Basrah in the days of Sayyid Talib
Al Nakib, in spite of the fact that the Turkish Valis were antagonistic
to him. Basrah displayed keen Arabic enthusiasm which was whole-
heartedly supported by Sheikh Khaz‘al. But unity of goals is not suf-
ficient unless there is readiness to sacrifice personal interests. For this
reason the movement achieved nothing of its goals.

During World War I Sheikh Khazal supported the British occupa-
tion of ‘Iraq. He supported the British and antagonized those who were
not loyal to them. Owing to this fact and to his relation with ‘Iraq,
the British supported his candidature for the Iraqi throne. But since
they had more prejudice for Prince Faisal, Khaz‘al withdrew, against
his own intentions.

Chapter Four deals with the development of European influences
in ‘Arabistdn, in particular and in the Arabian Gulf in general. For
the Gulf witnessed increasing European pressures during the period
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between the.16th century and the early 20th century. - These pressures
gave. the Gulf great importance in international politics. The area
witnessed first a Dutch-Portuguese, then an Anglo-French competi-
tion, whereaficr the British felt a Russian threat extending to the Gulf.
Persia became the chief battlefield for the growing conflicts. Since
‘Arabistan is located on the Gulf which touches the whole arca, it
became one of the most significant subjects in the international rela-
tionships of Europe. It met multiple foreign challcnges, but the Arab
presence withstood them all, and ‘Arabistan remained an Arab fortress
on the Arabian Gulf.

The Karun River on the plain of ‘Arabistan and the area’s oil at-
tracted the attention of British diplomacy and oil magnates, with the
result that ‘Arabistan becamc a territory penetratcd by British power.
Sheikh Khaz‘al tried to win British friendship and recognition for his
Princedom.

Chapter Five deals with Sheikh Khaz‘al and the resistance to
Persian interference. Obviously domestic affairs in Persia had their
effect on the political existence of ‘Aralistan. The anarchy in Persia
during the reign of the Kajars helped to establish an independent posi-
tion for the Princedom and made the princes of Al Muhammarah able
to pursue a separate policy in spiic of the Second Treaty of Erzroum.
This encouraged the Persian Shahs to try insistently to destroy this
autonomy.

Although the relations were not always siniilar, generally the
Persian Kings in general took the existence of ‘Arabistan for granted,
and they did not interfere in the internzl policy of the Sheikhdom until
the rise of Reza Shiah, after his famous coup d’état. Having his mind
full of dreams concerning the glorious past of Persia, he led his army
southwards towards ‘Arabistan.  The result was the collapse of the
Arabic reign, after a bitter fight, and the beginning of Persian Power
in the territory.

Actually, the Arabic tragedy in ‘Arabistan had both its internal
and external reasons. The internal clements werc : the weakness of
the Princedom, the lack of political and social maturity, the lack of
bl @
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a feeling of responsibility, the interference of foreign powers, and the
autocratic regime of Sheikh Khaz‘al. The external elements were :
the rise of Reza Shah with his nationalistic tendency and his desire to
aggrandize Persia, the British (Sheikh Khaz‘al’s allies) and their heed-
less attitude, and the passive attitude of the neighbouring Arab Leaders,
who were completely controlled by British Power.

Mustafa Abdul Qadir Al-Najjar
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